HILLVIEW CHRISTIAN SCHOOL


Rationale

At Hillview we endeavour to provide a quality education in a Christian environment where children can develop their God-given abilities, therefore learners with special education needs have the same rights, freedoms and responsibilities as all students of the same age.

Definition

Special education means the provision of extra assistance, adapted programmes or learning environments, specialised equipment or materials to support school students with accessing the curriculum in a range of settings.

Purposes

1. To ensure that learners with special education needs are identified (as early as possible) and receive appropriate support.

2. To work in partnership with parents to identify and address special education needs.

3. To foster positive relationships between students with special education needs and the wider school family to reflect the love of Christ.

Guidelines

1. The Board of Trustees, through the principal, will ensure special education funding is applied equitably to develop and implement special learning programmes.

2. Partnership between parents/guardians and the school is essential in overcoming barriers to learning.

3. The teaching staff will ensure :-
· The school aims to cater for the diverse range of students within the regular classroom programme.  Where necessary appropriate support will be provided within available resources (such as in-class support, individual and group programmes).

· Information to support reliable identification of students with special education needs will be gathered from a range of sources.  Teacher assessment of achievement will be an important reference point.

· That a team leader of special education is appointed to manage and monitor special education within the school.

· The identified special needs of students will be collated, recorded, and used to facilitate programming decisions.

· Those with responsibility for special education will operate procedures to ensure equitable and efficient use of all available resources to provide appropriate programmes.

· Individual education plans will be developed for students on the Ongoing Resourcing Scheme and for all students who require significant adaptation of the curriculum and or significant modification made for its delivery.

· Staff development will be undertaken where necessary to facilitate the implementation of this policy.

· Programme monitoring should include evaluation of teaching targets and learning outcomes as well as cost effectiveness.

· Reporting on special education provision aims to facilitate the school decision  making process, enhance educational opportunity and inform the Board of Trustees, school staff and community.

· A register will be kept for the students with special education needs.  Levels of assistance provided will be listed.
Conclusion

The need to offer quality education programmes for all students is mandated in law and is fundamental to our Christian beliefs.  In achieving the purposes of this policy clear guidelines are given for supporting special education within the school.  Implementation of this policy is the responsibility of the principal and staff.
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