HILLVIEW CHRISTIAN SCHOOL


Rationale:
All Non English Speaking Background pupils with resident status and those who are foreign fee paying students are entitled to an education which addresses their needs and enables them to reach their full potential.   It is the school’s responsibility to ensure that such pupils receive instruction and assistance to access curriculum.  The school will place equal importance on each child’s first language and cultural background, so that children have a safe and supportive environment in which to learn.
Purpose:

To develop appropriate support programmes for ESOL students to ensure that they are able to participate fully in daily classroom activities.
Guidelines:

1
 Pupils will be assessed to identify their needs using the ESOL Assessment Forms. As much information as possible will be collected by the classroom teacher including previous schooling, home backgrounds and language exposure.
2
Pupils will be placed in an appropriate classroom environment with reference to their needs (i.e. to suit their learning, social and personal needs).
3
Hours with ESOL learning support will be allocated:

· to support the child with establishing routines and essential language

· to support the child to access the class programme

· to extend and enrich the child’s experiences, vocabulary knowledge and their confidence to interact and communicate

4      ESOL support will be maintained until the child:

· is integrated into the classroom programme

· can communicate sufficiently to access the curriculum effectively

5      Classroom teachers with ESOL pupils will receive support from the ESOL teacher.
6      Students will follow the same class assessments as for all students and additional
        assessments may be administered if students have insufficient language to access
        assessments fairly, or if their needs would be better served with additional assessment
        procedures.
7      Learning conditions must allow for:

· time to talk/listen

· immersion knowledge

· ongoing demonstration and modelling
· constant use of language

· feedback on their progress

· acceptance and appreciation of their first language and cultural background

8
The ESOL budget can be used for teacher in-service training in this area, staffing and purchasing new resources. 

9
Home and community links will be fostered.

10
Classroom programmes will cater for the language needs of ESOL learners.

11
Progress will be monitored regularly using class-based assessments.
12
Parents will be kept informed.

13
Professional development opportunities will be made available to staff as necessary.
Conclusion:

1
ESOL students will develop their ability to use English and to communicate effectively.
2
The culture of ESOL students will be valued.
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