HILLVIEW  CHRISTIAN  SCHOOL

Education Outside the Classroom

RATIONALE:

Educational trips and visits can be made for a variety of reasons and have the potential to enhance learning in all curriculum areas.  The range of opportunities that exist is inexhaustible and may encompass visits to places of educational interest, curriculum related field trips, camps or sports trips.

PURPOSES:

1.
To enrich the classroom programme and enhance learning by providing first hand experiences.

2.
To provide opportunities for the community to participate in the education of the children through sharing knowledge and experience.

3.
To assist the children to understand and appreciate other cultures, both past 


and present.

4.
To enable children to appreciate the different aspects of their local environment: - recreational, rural, social, urban, biological, physical, cultural and economic.

5.
To provide opportunities for children to live together in a camp situation.

PROCEDURES:

1.
Definite educational objectives relating to the curriculum and to school and 

class programmes must be established.


2.
All   Education  Outside   the  Classroom  activities  must  meet  guidelines   of

safety, health and risk.  For instance, parents transporting children must provide a seat belt for each passenger.  A tear off slip can be sent home specifying supervision, transport arrangements and reference to curriculum goals as well as asking for parent approval. In some instances a notice in the school newsletter will suffice.
3.
Parental involvement with any Education Outside the Classroom is encouraged.

4.
Parents whose responsibility on an Education Outside the Classroom activity is to supervise, preferably will not have the added responsibility of attending to their own pre-schoolers.  

5.
Alcohol may not be used by adults while they take part in any school activities.

6.
The minimum adult/pupil ratio (1:5 Junior, 1:7 Middle and 1:9 Senior) must be 

maintained throughout the trip and for camps there must be both male and female adults.

7.
First priority should be given to the utilisation of resources in the school's local area.

8.
A risk analysis form must be completed before each activity/field trip, and permission given by the Deputy Principal, Principal or Board of Trustees.

For higher risk activities or overnight camps etc. the following precautions need to be added:

(i)
Where feasible the teacher responsible for the E.O.T.C. programme or their representative must have visited the site or undertaken the outdoor activity before students are involved.

(ii)
Signed permission statements from parents must include their day and night telephone contact numbers and any medical information necessary for the safety of their child.

(iii)
The parental approval form will also include details of supervision, transport arrangements and reference to curriculum goals.

(iv)
Comprehensive briefings for parents and other volunteers involved in the activity are necessary so that they know their roles and responsibilities.

(v)
When using outdoor instructors etc. the school/staff member still retains responsibility for the group.   This may require checking the credentials of instructors or over-ruling decisions.

(vi)
In the event of a problem that may involve media attention the school will forward all enquires to the Chairperson of the Board of Trustees.

CONCLUSION:

Education Outside the Classroom can lead to children developing a greater appreciation of their own community, and contribute to their intellectual, social and emotional growth.
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