HILLVIEW  CHRISTIAN  SCHOOL

Keeping Children In

Rationale

We believe that in cases of children's persistent non-compliance it is sometimes necessary to retain children outside normal class hours for short periods of time.

Purpose

To help children understand that there are consequences for persistent non-compliance.

To provide definite guidelines and boundaries for children's behaviour.

To provide support and guidelines for staff.

Guidelines

This policy recognises that there are many aspects to Behavioral Management which are outside the scope of this policy.  This policy confines itself to one issue only - retaining children after normal classroom hours.

Junior School

1.
If children are to be kept in to complete work - lunchtime is preferable.  The child's teacher must supervise the child, and the time spent should not exceed 30 minutes.

2.
Preferable to this would be that the work be completed during class time with the child missing out on a special activity.

Senior School

1.
When children are to be kept in, it should be at the earliest convenient time both for the teacher and the pupil.  This may be at lunchtime or after school, with lunchtime being the most preferable.

2.
Children should be informed why they are being kept in, when, and for how long.

3.
At lunchtime, children should be given time to visit the toilet and stretch their legs before going back to class for a maximum of 30 minutes.

4.
After school, children can be kept till 3.20pm without home contact.  If kept longer than this, home contact will be made.

5.
As a matter of course teachers should ask:


a.
whether they have a parent waiting for them


b.
whether the pupil is responsible for taking a younger child home

c.
whether there is any reason, such as catching a bus, that means that it is unreasonable for a pupil to stay until 3.20pm.


If a parent is waiting, teachers should take the opportunity to talk to them.

6.
If it is not convenient, it is recommended that the child should be kept in the next day and that the child be told to inform his/her parents/caregivers.
7.
If keeping a child beyond 3.20 parent/caregiver contact should be made. The recommended time is 3.30pm, unless parents/caregivers agree to a longer stay.

Conclusion

We strive to encourage positive behaviour in positive ways, but we believe there might be a place for negative consequences when other methods have met with limited success.
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